On the 8th of September last a Hindu boy named Bharosi, aged 14 years, was admitted into the Ghazipur Sudder Dispensary, suffering from a large myeloid tumour of the left upper jaw.
Bengal Medical Service. On the 8th of September last a Hindu boy named Bharosi, aged 14 years, was admitted into the Ghazipur Sudder Dispensary, suffering from a large myeloid tumour of the left upper jaw.
About twelve months previous to admission whilst chewing an ear of raw wheat some of the husks got impacted between the teeth and gum of the lad's upper jaw on the left side, the extraction of which caused, at the time, considerable pain and slight bleeding. To this trivial accident he attributes the origin of the disease ; for, shortly after its occurrence, a small hard lump made its appearance on the gum at the seat of injury, which at first increased slowly, and was. unattended by pain. At the end of six months, however, a tumour of considerable size had formed, and slight pain of an aching character now set in. Leeches were applied by a native hakim to the outside of the cheek on the affected side, which had the effect of diminishing the pain. On the morning of the 11th there was considerable swelling of the soft tissues along the course of the superficial wound ; the pulse was 112 and the temperature 100?. Next day, however, the swelling had subsided, but the temperature and pulse remained as before. The wound was dressed on the 12th, when it was found that partial union had taken place along its whole course, and that there was no discharge. Quotidian fever of a mild type now set in, but lasted only three or four days, yielding to quinine and the ordinary fever mixture. On the' 14th the pledget of lint was removed from the inside of the mouth and a fresh piece substituted in its place. On the lGth the hare-lip pin and two of the sutures were removed ; the temperature was normal ; the superficial wound had united throughout its whole extent, and there was no discharge from the inside of the mouth. Next day the remaining sutures were removed and strapping substituted.
From this time the boy improved in health daily, the only circumstance that retarded convalescence being a slight attack of diarrhoea. His appetite was fairly good, and he began to put on flesh. On the 27th September the wound had completely healed and the boy was allowed to go home for change of air. He had been walking about the hospital for three or four days previously, and there was nothing, save the scar on his face and the slight falling in of the left cheek, to indicate that he had undergone such a severe operation so recently. His speech was very little affected by the loss of the jaw, and very much more distinct than before the operation.
To Assistant-Surgeon H. C. Das 1 am indebted for his assistance during the operation^ and the careful attention bestowed by him on the case during its after treatment.
